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Abstract

Background and objective (s): Prior to 2007, Songkhla Old Town was largely unknown
to tourists. At that time, Songkhla province was primarily recognized as a coastal city and
a trading hub in southern Thailand. However, changes began in early 2007 when various events
and festivals started to be held in the Songkhla Old Town area, attracting significant attention
on social media. This research aimed to analyze the dynamics of identity presentation in
Songkhla Old Town to understand how such identity is constructed within the context of

tourism.

Methodology: This research examined documents and field data related to the
presentation of the identity of Songkhla Old Town within the context of tourism. The
study participants were selected using a targeted sampling method, which included
representatives from the public, education and private sectors, along with civil society
stakeholders in Songkhla Old Town. The study spanned three years, from 2021 to 2023,

and employed the analytical framework of Identity, Social Space and Creative Folklore Theory.
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Main result: The dynamics of presenting the identity of Songkhla Old Town can be
analyzed through four key aspects in the context of tourism: the concept of the dynamics
of presentation; the dynamics of the presenters; the dynamics of the content presented;
and the dynamics of the presentation methods. These factors have influenced the physical
and social spaces of Songkhla Old Town. Furthermore, it has been identified that Songkhla
Old Town is presented with three distinct identities: recognition as a multicultural city; the

aspiration to become a UNESCO World Heritage site; and being celebrated as a creative city.

Relevance to Thai Studies: This research examines southern Thai folklore as cultural
knowledge, emphasizing the dynamic interplay among cultural capital, identification, and
tourism-oriented representations. It demonstrates how this knowledge is reinterpreted and

expanded within the context of contemporary Thai society.

Conclusion: The results highlight the dynamics of folklore, including how folklore is
presented and the roles of inheritors. The study also emphasizes the identity of a city

within the context of tourism.

Keywords: dynamics of presentation; identification; Songkhla Old Town; folklore and

tourism; social space

Journal of Thai Studies

2 U2z | aliuil 1 iquiou 2569 : 277840 S LA



NAINVDINITUNLEUDINAN WAL
L9 N1d9vaN luUSUNNISYIa e

Submitted date: Revised date: Accepted date:
25 February 2025 3 April 2025 6 October 2025

UNANED

a o 1Y) s P i UV’ aAvo o -
QNWaQLLag']GIQﬂiza\TﬂZ NBUNAITTY 2550 LJJENme‘umENI@JL‘LJUVIWMJEJWHWENWIEJ’JLLaS

Y

*  aougen lvawman®

4 (%

FrnawananIminawandigninausluguzilemenzianazilesgudnisiveniale uiy
Aunesse 2550 Wuduan fsdedunainfinsdnaunazimanianig q luiiuinidoumasatodi

fowlee usilounawandilasunisnanisludedsnuesulatogianinauing unanuideidail

€

npUszanAiiolnTgvinainvainsiauesnanualidoditawan ievsidilanseuiunisadi

manwal (identification) fananluusunnisvieaen

€

v
=1 v

s208Uasade: unmAdednwideyaonasuazdoyamaauuiitisadestunisiiae
dadnualideamanmailuuTunmsvieiion lnefmuaussunsiidnusmeisnsduineg ey
lynzizasnUszansiiduiiunuvesniaiy mansfinw Meenvu LaznAUsEdsay
Fadudfdnlddmideluiuiidlonmamwa fvunszezinane 3 T szwine wa. 2564 i
w.a. 2566 warlfuunAnidessndnual (Identity) wnAnEesuTinedann (Social Space) way

'

N ufARvuas1EssA (Creative Folklore) Wunseun1siesizs

HaN15Ie: Nunathveansiiaveshanvaidlonmawarluusunnsveniien 4 du o
walnauwwIAnnsiaue wadnaugiiaue wasndnuiewiithiaue uavnainduisieaue
FanaTnvienildmasenainvesituivsmennuasituiiniedirueadionaswade uenaini
WU Weaiaswangniauelidsndnual 3 wuu laun Weaiiaswanlugiuzidiomyinusssy

doumaswangnisiludiowsanian wazdlonmawarlugusidiosasvassd

'z vemansuazdauaans wninedesivdgaan, Ussmdlng
*Corresponding author soisuda.ch@skru.ac.th

Journal of Thai Studies

3 U2z | atuil 1 Squisu 2569 : 277840 o e




9196819 III}'ﬂIII 1 A natnvssnsiauednanvalilloanawailuliunnisvieadion

v
qu =g

AanufgaItasiulnednen: uifeildnwedvuduldvednelugiugesdanuimeinusssy
Tnsuiuliiuernuduiusi@mainserimumeinuessy nsvuiunmsasedndneel waensdiaue

Famavieadier vl sAtenandliifuiesdaruifindngniailmisagdeserluuiunues

Faaulnesiuade

unagy: nansenwveideiuandiiiunainvesfoyanfivy walnverisunauedeya
AR waznainvesidunentoyanfivy aunsuansiiiunssuiunmsaidnanualideduuiun

A15YIDLNEN

ANEIARY: WATRURINISUIEUD; NIZUIUNTATNSRANYE; Lodnaswan; ARTuiunIvioLey;
Huinaden

Journal of Thai Stud|es

4  ii22 | aliuil 1 fquisu 2569 : 277840 0l: 10.58837/CHULA JTS.22.1.5




.
ERELR I 1) ﬂlll | A walnvesnsiauesnanvalidesnawanluliunnisveadien

+ Uy (Introduction) ¢

dlounasvan Adseguinnnuuuasuen auuuashy uazauuwny Faduauuaiuaendn

svsfliouuimas auuezan auudanil auusdy auuvuedsdn auuegyse wazauuaeyilu

Avo o o A

puuAsgsflaNauUANE ENUNAITTY 2550 Seliidunddnvesinvisafienuinin fan

Y
o

Q’U@ﬂ‘ﬁay}am Aty A (A, personal interview, June 25, 2021) 1&191

wd A A geuwvy o . -
Wenaunanudlsunawataglliieiivundnlasumnauinmaaiivan
yisanantuues iillastindadeamasvan wazmndeulutienaut w.e. 2550
deamawanlumiiowdionis lnswmzusnaouuuasiendegiusaau
A o ' 9 ga v Aa, o v
awaazauuuasiy WedusakudunnfiuiiunUadses Wesanidves
v a | =~ A ° | v ° a ad
Truindiuanndadigmugsnnedsdnseanluvingsfiafiduwny imszgduuy
a aa a 19 v | ' o oA
wiswghantwdsuly drunasiiosnaignuassid AuIdILENELTE
° a | ] = g A o PR I3
Py iy wdulsenae widulsean Wenesuadeniladlesasaniiu
Tunadles mseEeUssuanTuuansatl il Ganusnuniaesinezegutauu
wazaseauliarsnuliuniiios drunazosuad sng o Angalnsumss

rulldguaniviiowdivesinu

ﬁawﬁwﬁlﬁaathawa’mguiﬁiaﬁalmLLmaLLazﬁiﬂLmamu Fudlosumedy
I¥hediesnilsiifotivoss Ssoglummmmnaunsamwailutlhgiudousiady
Fynnadl 3 doudasman (Uoens) Sufivssun 4 asailawns Fadles
foualiluguasdniauly madh Suasiadnegluiuiuid ufigu
33NAUMILINTVDATDIAIUAIABUTIAAULLINLLAE aUUUATTY diuauu
UATUDNLRILNTINES Lﬁaﬁauﬂuawmazmnﬁ%ﬂaﬂaﬁma&ﬁmﬁwé’ﬂ 9
fifadndladfifacne Ygniflundon q wineauFuidnan wiliildaduuudy
wilazaduesunifniu aunaroidumamneiiiiuldie Jadoni

“Truinier” Fudugrufiauduegiunuuiuy welauuieguindAfinns

5 Y91 22 | adudi 1 fguieu 2569 : 277840

Journal of Thai Studies
arol e

HULA.JTS.22.1.5



15815 " f -
39S Inpni 2

6 Tiw

natnvssnsiausdnanualilloanawailuliunnisvieadion

asnaminuazlssusuuluguiling ouwunsnuuauuindigsiaunuynussay

Wy $uagsU Hudenuniin S Suveen duauugunisaiegi

¥ '
<] =~

aununsly Fafudonuuuns Woneuinavdovesitszdn wsedddlsiasy
oot Fesntefiouuunsly sunuasludiliubufuasiuauenasitus
FevonAnsusiiudosaswar wu dyg Srndouds gnudnau dunun
unsuoniAndudiofimsierunaiiomsfieng fupndimeiaauasman Gaads
fausiadipsaniadl 3 ilevensauu nuufleguentunsdizedsudoniiouy

UATUBNLAZLSUNOUUUATIANINOUUUATIU

Wenouiuinseiliasyun dudinnuusomaeasygiaveuiiae
nsmdatIUiontardans dfanislssdtnitunsiaanuaan 7 un
liIvInugunzaavasvagnadndnt dasafddlunenmnansia

ndlwiladlne valenardenlus Tuussalsddnviomun 1ssduag (U 197 9iu)

vy
v a

Inaifign wikileU w.a. 2484 890 w.a. 2488 Turrtasasiulanasan 2 guu
logniiasasvan sudedalsed@ns 7 wialione wWethdiasuaeana i
Yu wedJuuwiasnsiueanly TsaddruuniUafanisludemsizlud
FraUdenunds Uszneuduramasiilssdian o dintuluguau ililiddu
v v a 1 av v a a a 1 g‘.; &U 1a a

oot ndenindunedldoduyuvu Diedsdunsviniundslitafans
wivSuAsunyhgshiathusdarSetmusauin Sedendnadlulagdu
wirnglifdavasuligsiaduises 4 asmiueadaligndulndaiv

| | 2 a D] A & oAl a

819WI5 LS soanAlalmgnluiniisuiouszus uwnliosanntindgyn
\Seendumiiu Menslaineiiseussudlu vidleuiseussuaensuag 9
Afpssnianly 1sedunsdadasuunlalimdndunuiiousewy o Asli
P o oA Y ) - & Ao o w ~
Seveannieseiusennzia Uagtulssdunaduiinwesdineunid
Ausniiasasaaunay Fadunhenundnisiiunissesnisiiiesawan

! < = »
gnsiludlosusanlan

Journal of Tha

aUufl 1 Jquieu 2569 : e277840 ol

i Studies

5.22.1.5



! - ) o ) ‘
19619 I ng [llll 1 A watnvesnsiiauedndnuaiiiisamasailuliunnsvieaiion

dofinsandiuenianiniuaziiiuin Sminawaasgnaeagieusfudemenziauas
desaudnisdivesmald uenani nuddunmaassghanasdenmdutiideddydenis
Wasuuasituiinamen (physical space) waziuTimedean (social space) UBIDILAEVAT
nanfenudisnmawanduienisiddyremuruuinagunziaaivanal uineunatadu
lesiiwui aulugumuduindeeonaniuiiuasiinguaulul 4 Insimznduuseanulugsia

Uszuasadnednunegerdeoluiuiiuiaiuny

Figure 1: Map of Nakhon Nok, Nakhon Nai and Nang Neam Roads in Old Town Songkhla
Source: https://www.google.com/maps/place/Songkhla+Old+Town/
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Figure 2: The circuit of culture

Source: Adapted from The circuit of culture by Gay et al. (Woodward, 1997)
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Nan15238 (Main Result)
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1. NAINATUBUIAANITULEUD

fIdeduunnainduwnfanisinavesadnualifonnawarluviunnsveuiien sendu

v

2 939 A9t

Table 1: The Concept of Presenting the Identity of Songkhla Old Town from 2009 to 2023

Year Concept

2009-2023 Old Town Conservation
A Multicultural City

Songkhla Towards Becoming a World Heritage Site
2020-2023 A Creative City

1.1 uwuaRamseysndifioann Weswndausssy wazmsiudioswsanlan

o

wwaRanseusndionnt Weanniausssu wavnsiludfisasanianfinainnisudndu

a

vosmalszndinu Feduunndunguferlaludionniaan wu dnnsdlesiesdiu dngsnia

Un3nns dneusne @a% vl lussszusnuwiAnniseysndlodnuasiiloamy iausssuinty

AeuuwIRnn s dudiowsanian Afiuendeyadifiey N (N, personal interview, June 30, 2021)
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AIdenuindlownfanisihawargnisiduliewsanlandwiniiunisliussaingUszae
Usgnauiunguaugulniluiouiawan Suaulawawiiiosiiawaimenwifalv Aenisimun
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GNKGE!

Huaaual w.a. 2563 Wusiuan CEA lasaufladungueauulnidnnuiazmeaniaasisassd

Mfleamawategwoiies fsloyalunisiel

Table 2: Events and Festivals Showcasing Creative City in Songkhla Old Town

Year Creative Event and Festivals
2020 Portrait of Songkhla

2021 Made in Songkhla

2022 The Wall at Songkhla

2023 Pakk Taii Design Week

wennil CEA ldaiunisdnmsaudasnsassdnueaniuulsednnald (Thailand Creative
& Design Center: TCDC) Miilaainasvan tnefinnunssyzliaineasesenilauioung na
Y w.d. 2567 Daioudsney U w.d. 2568 1191 10enauntduillAgseasbauaduauiineu
~ Pl ' a o Ay v o o . .
Wasnaniunsalnisunsszuinveladn-19 dsduendeyadifay G (G, personal interview,

June 30, 2021) 1@171
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mavhauwtuedluiud Sadunduauiulmiludonmama sudunalnddivils sy

Yauilaunaaninn1sfegen Annulng @51sassatu wazassanununeludluusunnisvieainen

N I o Journal of Thai Studies
22 Un 22 QUUY 1 UuUIeU 2569 : 277840 Ol 10.58837/(

HULA.JTS.22.1.5



.
N13d03 I 1) ﬂlll bl | A nainvesnsiaussnanvalidlositawarlulsunnmveadien

@

viel e ieasiuiiiudoyaniaauy wavdunwaliinauenguillunuiazinaniadingn
199U wunsEuIuN ST iuihaulavesinauengull fsiiduendeyadifty W Ldndann

V99974 Portrait of Songkhla: ATAUATILBLAIEVAT (W, personal interview, August 6, 2021) 3
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Figure 3: Traditional Peranakan clothing patterns are showcased through projection
mapping on the wall of the Ban Khian Charoen building ocated on Nang Ngam Road,
Old Town Songkhla during Pakk Taii Design Week 2023
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Table3: How to Present the Identity of Songkhla Old Town by Using Folklore

Folklore Genres How to Present the Identity of Songkhla Old Town Using Folklore

Tales - The board game “Singora: City of Crystal Ball” highlights cultural
heritage within the “Community Culture with Art” project (2020),
initiated by Silpakorn University Art Gallery in collaboration with
the Department of Fine Arts, Faculty of Architecture, Rajamangala
University of Technology Srivijaya Songkhla, and the Department of
Design, Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Songkhla Rajabhat University.
- “The Tale of the Sea”: lighting design installation along the road
connecting Nakhon Nai and Nakhon Nok Roads at The Wall at
Songkhla 2022.

- Visual art “Koh Nu Koh Maeo” exhibited on the World War I
building wall, Nakhon Nok Road, during Pakk Tai Design Week 2023.

- Journal of Thai Stud|es
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Table3: How to Present the Identity of Songkhla Old Town by Using Folklore (cont.)

Folklore Genres

How to Present the Identity of Songkhla Old Town Using Folklore

Food

- Local food stories documented in the book Khon Thao Lao Rueang
Mueang Kao Songkhla: Sisan Wan Warn Yan Mueang Kao (2013).

- Brochure for “3 Roads, 2 Talay, Million Memories” local restaurants
in Songkhla detailing the origins of raw materials and food preparation
methods.

- Column highlighting the allure of local cuisine in the special edition
of PORTRAIT OF SONGKHLA: Songkhla Family newspaper, featured
in the exhibition “PORTRAIT OF SONGKHLA: Songkhla Family” (2020).

- The board game “The Land of Desserts” emphasizes cultural heritage
within the “Community Culture with Art” project (2020), initiated by
Silpakorn University Art Gallery in collaboration with the Department
of Fine Arts, Faculty of Architecture, Rajamangala University of Technology
Srivijaya Songkhla, and the Department of Design, Faculty of Fine and
Applied Arts, Songkhla Rajabhat University.

- Design and presentation of local food product identities from traditional
stores at Made in Songkhla 2021.

- “Khanom Bok” performance by the Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts,
Department of Performing Arts, Thaksin University at Pakk Taii Design
Week 2023.

-“Long Table Food Fest” along Songkhla Lake, featuring a new generation
of southern chefs presenting renowned dishes from Songkhla Province,
including, among others, tao-kua, khao yam, fried chicken, fish curry and
iced tea. Each dish is reinterpreted to reflect the provincial theme at
Pakk Taii Design Week 2023.

- Workshop on Bi Tai Bak, a traditional Peranakan dessert now rare to

find, held at Pakk Taii Design Week 2023.
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Table3: How to Present the Identity of Songkhla Old Town by Using Folklore (cont.)

Folklore Genres

How to Present the Identity of Songkhla Old Town Using Folklore

Architecture

- Light installation works include “The Prime Light (An-nur),” installed
at Usason Mosque (Masjid Asasul Islam), locally known as Ban Bon
Mosque, and “Moonlight Serenade,” exhibited at the Soi Dok
Phuang Khram building area on Nakhon Nok Road, offering a scenic
view of Songkhla Lake at the end of the alley. These installations
were accompanied by live musical performances by faculty members
and students from Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya
Songkhla as part of The Wall at Songkhla 2022.

- “The Dilogy: Next Spring” is an immersive, site-specific performance
that interprets and presents traditional architecture through theatrical
narrative. Staged within a heritage building featuring spaces such as
a tea store, Hub Seng and Ban Kao Hong, the performance integrates
everyday activities into the dramaturgy, allowing the audience to
experience the spatial and cultural essence of the architecture
during Pakk Taii Design Week 2023.

- Souvenir products inspired by the original architectural forms of the
ancient city of Songkhla are available at SKA Heritage, serving as

tangible representations of cultural memory and heritage preservation.

Performance

- “Young SPRING,” a dance performance by Life Theatre in collaboration
with Nora artist Thammanit Nikhomrat and shadow puppet artist
Sutharat Sinnong, presented as part of Pakk Taii Design Week 2023.
- Nora Shadow Performance integrates traditional Nora dance with
international dance forms, presented as part of Pakk Taii Design

Week 2023.
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Table3: How to Present the Identity of Songkhla Old Town by Using Folklore (cont.)

Folklore Genres

How to Present the Identity of Songkhla Old Town Using Folklore

Clothes

- Presentation of designer collections featuring traditional Peranakan
dress fashions. The new designs merge Chinese-Malay cultural
elements with stylistic influences from Korea, Japan, India and
Europe, resulting in contemporary interpretations showcased at
Pakk Tai Design Week 2023.

- Presentation of sewing techniques and popular fashions of Songkhla
women from 1957 to 1967, interpreted through a contemporary
dance performance titled “Rerngwattha Lila Teeb Chakra”. The
performance was presented by the Performing Arts Program, Faculty
of Fine and Applied Arts, Thaksin University, at Pakk Tai Design Week
2023.

- Displaying patterns of local Peranakan clothing through a projection
mapping exhibition displayed on the wall of the Ban Khian Charoen
building during the day, alongside a Peranakan fashion collection by
young southern designers, presented at Pakk Tai Design Week 2023.
- Local Peranakan textile patterns are interpreted through contemporary
furniture designs — such as tables, chairs and sofas- featured at Pakk
Tai Design Week 2023.

- Site visits to the Songkhla Traditional Cloth Museum and 238
Inspiration House, offering insights into southern Thai clothing heritage

during Pakk Tai Design Week 2023.

Music

- Contemporary Ronggeng music by the Asleemala band (Ussaleemala),
featuring vocals in the local dialect and traditional instruments,

alongside international music at Pakk Tai Design Week 2023.
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Figure 4: “Chinese Spring: Home Heaven, Earth, Land and Home -
the Journey in Between” Exhibition and Installation at Pakk Taii Design Week 2023
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Table 4: Summary of the Results of Content Analysis

Year Concept Presenter Content The method of
presentation
2009- | - Old Town - Songkhla - Material folklore Shift from nature-
2023 | Conservation Heritage Trust | (folk architecture based tourism to
- Multicultural City | - Public sector | and food cookery) heritage-based
(Thai, Chinese - Education - Folk narratives tourism
and Muslim) sector - Traditional folklife of | - Book
- Songkhla - Private sector | Songkhla Old Town - Brochure
Towards - Public - Multicultural society | - Street Art
becoming a World | enterprise (Thai, Chinese and - Retro market
Heritage Site sector Muslim) - Walking tour
- Board game
2020- | A Creative City - CEA - Material folklore - Creative festivals
2023 - Creative (folk crafts, food - Creative markets
practitioner cookery, folk costume | - Food fests
- Education and folk architecture) | - Film fests
sector - Performing folk arts | - Exhibitions
- Private sector| - Oral literature - Print media
- Public (folktale) (newspaper,
enterprise - Contemporary brochure
sector folklife of Songkhla and poster)
- Public sector | Old Town - Installations
- Content - Traditional folklife - Fashion shows
creator of Songkhla Old Town | - Performances
- Influencer - Workshops
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Table 4: Summary of the Results of Content Analysis (cont.)

Year Concept Presenter Content The method of
presentation

2020- - Talks

2023 - Music

- Visual art

- Projection
mapping

- Lighting design
installations

- Experiments
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