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The Solutions to address labor shortages in the agricultural sector for

sustainable development.
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Abstract

This qualitative research studies the Hat Yai and Na Mom districts, an area connecting urban,
industrial, and agricultural zones. A sample population of 15 individuals was gathered through in-depth
interviews and analyzed using content analysis to examine factors contributing to labor shortages and to
identify solutions for agricultural labor shortages. The findings indicate that the geopolitical context of the
Hat Yai-Na Mom area significantly impacts agricultural and food production. Furthermore, demograp hic
changes affect Na Mom and other areas, with a large influx of working-age labor into industry and services
due to better pay and benefits. Conversely, interest in agriculture among young workers has decreased
due to its labor-intensive nature, uncertain income, and insufficient skills for both traditional and modern
farming practices. Solutions proposed to address agricultural labor shortages include seasonal labor
planning, farmer and labor skills development, plot management, the use of automated machinery,
agricultural data management, and market linkages for farmers, aiming for sustainable agricultural

development in the future.
Keywords: agriculture sector, labor shortage, Songkhla
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